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The World Arabian Horse Organization
(WAHO), which is the only internationally
recognized umbrella organization and custodian
of the world’s purebred Arabian stud books

for purebred Arabian horses, brought together
registrars, delegates, experts, breeders,
observers, and other Arabian horse enthusiasts
at its meeting in April 2025. The venue for the
WAHO world meeting, which takes place every
two years in a different country, was this year

in the luxurious St. Regis conference hotel on
Saadiyat Island, in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the
United Arab Emirates. A total of seven emirates
have joined together to form the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) on the Arabian Peninsula,
whose capital is Abu Dhabi, ruled by the Al
Nahyan family.

International WAHO General Meetings are
multicultural events with sustainability.
WAHO now has members in 86 countries.
Over 300 delegates and observers from

56 countries enthusiastically accepted the
invitation to the sun-kissed white sandy
beaches and clear sea of the Gulf, where
they enjoyed excellent cuisine and the
country’s great hospitality. What most Arabian
horse lovers don’t know is that anyone can
participate in this event, which this time was
free of charge thanks to the generosity of
the host country. All you must do is fill out a
form for WAHO membership, transfer a small
amount to WAHO, and be registered as an
observer at these conferences. For a total of
10 days, one can meet and exchange ideas
with over 300 people from many countries,
have breakfast together, listen to lectures,
and meet for further discussions in small
groups. Many participants have known

each other for many years, and some come
because they would otherwise never see
their friends from other continents again. Real

on Saadiyat Island

interpersonal communication has become

a rare opportunity. At WAHO meetings,

it's different. There is also no competition
between the participants, because the horses
have stayed at home; the competition for the
best takes place elsewhere.

The current worrying armed conflicts between
the governments of some participating
countries apparently had no influence on

the mood. The focus was on Arabian horses
as a common denominator and the people
who all got along with each other. That

alone was a political statement. In addition,
the conference was a unique opportunity

to discuss the problems of globalized
markets regarding animal welfare, breeding
strategies, registrations and exports of the
member states and to come to decisions.
The intensive seminars of the registrars,

the WAHO Advisory Board, and finally

the two-day conference were excellently
organized, and a constructive and productive
atmosphere prevailed at the WAHO World
Conference.

St. Regis Conference Hotel
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After more than 300 guests from all over
the world had spent three days exploring
the highlights of Abu Dhabi, the General
Meeting, the heart of the WAHO Conference,
began on April 8, 2025, with the announcer
saying: “This Conference offers a number
of hopes and ambitions for the future and
brings together an elite group of experts and
specialists in the field of Arabian horses from
all over the world. It is an honour that these
events will be held under the patronage of
HRH Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE Vice President, Deputy Prime Minister,
Chairman of the Presidential Court and
Chairman of the Board of the Emirates
Arabian Horse Society and with the guidance
of Sheikh Zayed Bin Hamad Al Nahyan, Vice
Chairman of the Emirates Arabian Horse
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Society, which reflects the commitment of
the UAE to preserve the legacy of Arabian
horses and to promote their status in the
international arena. Now | shall leave you
with this video”:

The following film vividly showed the journey
that Arabian horses have made in the
Emirates since the founding of the UAE.
“Throughout the generations the Arabian
horse was a part of our identity and a
powerful symbol of the unbreakable spirit.
These majestic creatures have journeyed
beside us through countless milestones
carrying our traditions forward, connecting
us with cultures near and far, to witness

our journey and guided by the vision of

His Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan. The UAE has made its heartfelt
mission to cherish and protect this treasured
breed. It began back in 1996 with just 560
registered Arabian horses and has grown
into a vibrant equestrian community today,
our numbers have soared past 28,900. The
UAE has nurtured this growth, developing
state of the art facilities and strong global
partnerships. This has put UAE on the map,

o8

making the UAE the leading equestrian
excellence in uniting horse lovers from
around the world. And now as we gather for
the 2025 WAHO Conference in Abu Dhabi we
celebrate our journey and look ahead to new
possibilities, where the legacy of the Arabian
horse continues to thrive and it remains a
source of inspiration for future generations”.
The announcer (UAE) then continued at

the conference: “The World Arabian Horse
Organization, WAHO, represents a milestone
in the field of preserving the legacy of these
Arabian horses and continues to carry out
coordination between countries to guarantee
the improvement of this breed. It encourages
disseminating awareness and knowledge in
this field and promotes cooperation between
all the different entities all over the world. We
look forward to the work of this Conference,
to push forward the efforts to preserve

the Arabian horse and to promote further
advancement and prosperity in this field and
to direct the efforts exerted towards a brighter
future for these horses, which are considered
an integral part of our identity and our culture,
the Arab culture”.
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His Royal Highnes Sheikh Zayed

% 2 Bin Hamad Al Nahyan welcomed

* ) the guests from all over the world

\ on behalf of the Royal House of
Abu Dhabi.
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THE ARABIAN HORSES OF THE
AL NAYAN FAMILY.

“Good morning, everyone, Sheikh Zayed bin
Hamad Al Nahyan, Deputy Chairman of the

EAHS, WAHO President, ladies and gentlemen,
distinguished guests. | would like in the beginning
to thank you for this great invitation to give you
some of the information that has been brought to
our attention about the horses in the United Arab
Emirates. Had it not been for the queries of Sheikh
Zayed Bin Hamad Al Nahyan about our Arabian
horses we wouldn’t have really searched for that, to
track the names and their strains, and we wouldn’t
have read all the poetry about them.

This is a collection of some of the information about
the Arabians horses of the Al Nahyan family and
some of the Sheikhs of the UAE. As you all know,
Arabian horses used to be owned by the rulers
and given as gifts, probably the most noble gift
that they could give to each other. They were gifts
from the Sheikhs of tribes in the era of the boom of
the Pearl trade. They would say in the past, that
someone who did not love horses and poetry, that
there was a scepticism in his Arabism. They say
that we are the sons of the desert, and we have a
certain eye for the horses. These are some of the
oldest verses because they go back to the end of
the 18" century or the beginning of the 19" century
that reflect the gifts amongst the rulers.

Other documents concern, for example, a

horse gifted to Sheikh Khalifa bin Shakhbout

Al Nahyan who ruled Abu Dhabi between 1833
and 1845. Another document mentions that the
ruler of Bahrain gifted 12 horses to Sheikh Zayed
Al Khalifa in the year 1867. There are many
documents that all mention the gifts between the
rulers of the Gulf in the second half of the 19t

century, such as one that mentions

Sheikh Zayed Al-Khalifa has given a horse to the
Sultan of Muscat in the year 1888. Another shows
the intentions of Sheikh Zayed Al Khalifa to give a
horse or horses to the French Consulate back at
the time. These were historical gifts that showed
the interest of the Sheikhs, and they did follow up
news of the horses and their foals.

In our interviews with elderly people for our history
archives, we have heard many stories of the
different names and strains of the horses, also the
horses of the rulers of Dubai and other Emirates
and tribes in the U.A.E. We have documents
regarding Dubai and Ajman and Al Ain and
Sharjah and all these areas in which the horses
were gifted between the rulers and the Sheikhs

of the tribes and the traders of pearl and the
companions of the Sheikhs. We have gathered

all the information, names and owners of horses
starting from the 19" century until the middle of
the 20th century.

We also have stories and documents about the
link between the women and the horses; it is
mentioned in our history that they were also horse
riders. This is some of the information from the
collection that we have in our archives, and | hope
that | haven’t spoken too long and thank you very
much indeed”.
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MR. MUHAMMAD ALI
MUHAMMAD AL-MATROOSHI,

ARABIAN HORSE RESEARCHER:

“Peace be upon you. At the beginning | would
like to extend my thanks to His Highness Sheikh
Zayed Bin Hamad Al Nahyan and the Emirates
Arabian Horse Society for hosting this World
Conference and event that we have always

been wishing to attend. The presentation that |
am going to give is about the purebred Arabian
horse, the desert bred horses, who are the
grandsires and granddams of the Arabian horses
now registered in WAHO. Since time immemorial
there has been a connection between man and
the Arabian horse. The Arabian horse was a
companion to man, wherever they stayed or
travelled and it was used in wars and for hunting.
A gold bridle was discovered in the UAE, dating
back to 3,000 BC, it was discovered in the Mleiha
area in the Emirate of Sharjah in the tomb of one
of the kings of the Arabian Peninsula who ruled
that area before recorded history. The bridle was
discovered in a cemetery, and this was one of
their customs, that they would slaughter these
animals close to the tombs of their people, so
that these people could ride their horses in the
afterlife. This is what they expected or believed
and is documented through Arabic poetry. The
horse was mentioned in the holy Koran, in the
Surah Al-Adiyat.

Prophet Mohammed, peace be upon him, also
said that the horses are a symbol of goodness at
the day of judgement, so take care of them and
their breed. Arabian horses were spread all over
the countries through wars and conquering as
recorded in manuscripts, poetry and history. This
included details about veterinarians, breeding
and horse riding. Ibn Al Arabi was a historian who
documented these. We have also Ibn Al-Matar,
his register mentions the qualities of the Arabian
horse and how to master the art of horse riding.
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So, we know that Arabs and Muslims have

dedicated great care to Arabian horses.

The Bedouins realised quite early that the
Arabian Peninsula’s environment was a harsh
environment and this has led to displacement

or emigration of a lot of tribes northwards. This
led to the movement of horses from one place

to another, and led to acquisitions in a number

of ways, including through wars or gifts from the
Royal families or high-profile people.

Since the beginning of Islam to the Abyssinian
empire there was a registration of all Arabian
horse’s strains, and their different types. After the
Abyssinian empire they started recording these
horses and mentioning their parents, and the
importance of the mothers of the horses, the dam
line. The legend of the five original strains may partly
relate to the incident of the collapse of the great
Ma’rib dam, it was reported and recorded in history,
but it wasn’t a fact. Many historians and documents
talk about this incident, but we look at these stories
and narratives from a scientific perspective and now
we talk about Al-Ashraf or the Nobles, and they have
the early advantage of recording and documenting
the history of Arabian horses.

We know that Sharifs of Mecca from the late
1500s to early 1600s created a register for
horses, where they recorded the origins and
pedigrees of all the horses in the area. This
register as it was reported to us, is lost now,
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but many historians mention and confirm that it

b

was recorded at that time. The Arabian horses
of the Sharifs were at that time entrusted to the
care of some Bedouin tribes and breeders, these
tribes referred to the horses of the Sharifs as the
“Daughters of Al-Qatana”. Historians knew that
to have 10 horses was considered a viable horse
breeding stable at that time, and they would
breed from a colt that was 2 or 3 years old.

One of the most famous Arabian horse strains

in the Arabian Peninsula was from the tribe of
Shammar, this is a pure blood and ancient horse
that was well known for its purity, courage and
beauty. At that time many battles and wars were
launched, and horses were taken as part of the
spoils of wars.

From 1700 to 1910, the Seglawi Jedrani was a
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very famous Arabian strain, especially the Jedrani
is known as one of the most elegant and famous
horses in the Arabian Peninsula. Al Ayouf from
the Sheikh of the Al-Jarba tribe was mentioned

in a book called Tribes of the Euphrates. Also
mentioned were the different horses of the
different tribes, with their strains. Given that the
North Arabian Peninsula was richer in horses
than other areas it has diversity in its strains and
categories.

The Anezah Tribe which is one of the most
famous and populated tribes in the Arabian
Peninsula and one of the biggest tribes to
document all qualities and history of horses at that
time. A lot of information was recorded through
poetry, historical records and through story
telling. in history. Many horses of various strains

were transported to Europe in the late 1700’s.

It's clear that we still have those strains now. It's
also mentioned that many of those horses were
transferred through Syria and other Levantine
countries and this Anezah tribe was very well
known and famous for its horses.

The pureblood Arabian horses in Najd included
the Hamdani Simri strain and other strains that
were well known in Najd. Some of them are
extinct but thankfully we have a great part of
them still in existence and still breeding. Najd
Arabian horses, from the harsh environment of
the Arabian Peninsula, contributed to making

this Arabian horse one of the strongest and most
powerful horses, well known for its power and
vigour. The culture of foaling differs by tribe or by
region. It was important to document the birth of
the foals, as a standard for registering its history,
pedigree and strain. Arabs would prefer horses
that have long legs and specific qualities and
beauty, and it must also have well known parents.
So, every breeder would be very proud of having
mares and foals and the Anezah tribe also gave
greater meaning to these concepts. El Saklawi
for example was a horse with a specialty and the
Hamdani Simri was famous in all tribes. When
the Bedouins inhabited the Arabian Peninsula the
number of foals born was not as great as it is now,
because of more scientific approaches to breed
horses and take care of foals.

We know horses were well known for being,

let's say, vehicles in wars, where they would
accompany warriors through long wars and
battles, so that they would always take care of
their foals and horses at an early stage to prepare
them and to have the power to join those wars or
battles. There are some common criteria in terms
of breeding and pure blood. Sometimes the foals
or mares would be sold at different horse markets
and people would buy them without knowing their
strain or dam line. If we suppose that they would
take the foal or the mare and they did not know

11
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Mr. Peter Pond

the strain or ancestry of that horse, they would not
use it for breeding. So, this is a very strict point
that is considered when we talk about parentage
verification - how to track back the parents of
these foals. We have this document of breeding,
which is a claim of parent lineage. Then we have
war gains for example, when the victorious would
take the horses and whatever they can as spoils
of war. There are many examples from the 19
century for buying and selling a horse between
tribes or individuals with witnesses attending the
transaction. Thank you for your kind attention and
listening.”

OPENING SPEECH OF WAHO
PRESIDENT MR. PETER POND

Australian breeder Mr. Peter Pond took over

as president of WAHO more than 10 years ago
from Dr. Hans Nagel, who retired for reasons of
age. With his powerful opening speech, Pond
set the tone right from the start and took a stand
on the opportunities and challenges facing a
multicultural, international non-profit organization
today. He not only addressed the situation of the
organization’s members, but also included the
situation of Arabian horses and presented results
from the FEI and World Horse Welfare Research
Project. Here are excerpts from the speech.

““I always remind the Meeting in this opening speech
that WAHO is a totally non-political organization.
WAHOQO was founded on our members’ respect for
each other, on mutual cooperation and friendship
between individuals, between countries and across
cultures, histories and languages. We often call
ourselves the unique family of WAHO and | really
do believe that is true, because our strength as

an organization lies in the continuity, good will and
mutual respect for all of our members. Whether
those of us gathered here today are registrars,
administrators, breeders, owners, competitive or
pleasure riders, we all share the same common
interest: our beautiful breed, the Arabian horse. All
the same, | cannot ignore the fact that there are
many of our members living in an age of instability,
political unrest and turmoil, and it is clear that many
have been very badly affected. | am sure we all
wish that these conflicts will be resolved and that
everyone affected can return to peace and stability.
These conflicts have not only caused much human
suffering but have also had a detrimental effect on
the Arabian horses in those countries. Yet it is very
apparent to me that there are many Delegates and
Observers here with us today from some of those
affected countries. For that strong commitment to
WAHO, | both thank and applaud them.

This year WAHO is celebrating 55 years since it

was founded as a Registered Charity in the United
Kingdom and | am sure you will all agree that this

is a most significant achievement. Normally in this
opening speech | would take you for a walk down
memory lane, to remind you of WAHO’s main
achievements over the decades. | will not be doing
that today, as the agenda for this Meeting is very

full and we only have two days to get through it

all. If you are interested, you can find a detailed
summary of our history, titled ‘What is WAHQO’, on our
website. At the same time, | do feel it’s vital to remind
ourselves that the WAHO Definition, which has been
in effect since 1974 remains absolutely central to our
organization. Personally, | had the opportunity to be
there when that Definition was endorsed in Malmo in
Sweden in 1974, | was at that WAHO Conference.
The WAHO Definition has proved its worth over and
over again. | think it is worth quoting it one more time
as | can assure you that we have no intention of ever
moving away from its wording.

The WAHO Definition reads as follows
“A purebred Arabian horse is one which

appears in any purebred Arabian stud book or
register listed by WAHO as acceptable.”

Those few words are deceptively simple, but of
the utmost importance, removing all the historical
disagreements between countries on what horses
they did or did not accept. It is easy for everyone
fo understand and for all our Member Registries
fo implement. Basically, if a Purebred horse is

in one of our accepted Stud Books under the
Definition, it is accepted by every Member of
WAHO. As a result, most people now cannot
remember the time when horses were refused
registration based on their pedigrees, their
physical appearance or even for political reasons.
Today it is hard to imagine the frustration and
distress that this caused their owners and the
distrust and annoyance it caused between
countries. All that was banished by the creation
of WAHO, by the WAHO Definition and above all
by all of our member countries, which is all of you,
working harmoniously together under the WAHO

umbrella. Long may that continue.”
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’.0 WAHO HORSE WELFARE

Peter Pond presented key findings from the FEI and World
Horse Welfare research project:

“l am going to read you a small piece which is about a new initiative
by World Horse Welfare, the FEI and others and this is called “A
Good Life for Horses” and is to be followed by another new one on
which research has just started “A Good Life for Breeding Horses”.
To summarise, our aim should be to ensure that our horses have
a good life, one in which their overall experience of their own life,
when taken across their lifetime is a substantially positive one. This
covers their physical environment, nutrition, health, behavioural
interactions and mental state. Through considering positive as
well as negative impacts, it is also our duty to provide the horses
in our care with a species appropriate life, centred around their
3 essential needs: friends, forage and freedom. What does that
involve?

Friends: Horses are highly social animals and as such
socialisation with other horses is a vital part of their day to day
life, so providing opportunities for physical contact is important
for their welfare and mental wellbeing. Ideally, they should be
able to be turned out together to build social bonds through
behaviours such as mutual grooming, playing and having fun,
if this is not possible then making sure horses can see other
horses when turned out or in their stable is an option.

A GOOD LIFE FOR HORSES

Forage: Horses are predominantly grazers and forage which
can include grass, hay, haylage as well as alfalfa, chaff and
grass replacers, and all of this is vital for their digestion and
can help reduce instances of colic and gastric ulcers. Forage
also prolongs eating time which is important for horses’ mental
wellbeing as they have a behavioural need to spend most of
their time eating. Horses that do not have their behavioural
needs met because they are fed a low forage, high sugar and
starch diet are more likely to display unwanted behaviours.

Freedom: Freedom of movement is important for horses
physical and mental wellbeing. Horses evolved to live on
large home ranges and will move 10-20 km per day when
given the opportunity. Although this is of course not possible
in most domestic environments there are many ways to
provide them with opportunities to move, including herd
turnout as just mentioned, or riding and groundwork, which
also encourage movement. But this is not normally within
the horse’s control. Freedom does not just mean freedom to
move, it also means freedom of choice, this is an important
element in maintaining equine welfare and wellbeing. For our
stallions and broodmares perhaps, it is time we returned to
more natural breeding practices and give them the chance to
exhibit all the natural behaviours that are so vital to them.”

WAHO BUSINESS

Afterwards, everyone in the Assembly session
observed a minute's silence in memory of the
WAHO members who had passed away in the
last two years. However, it was not all sad news
on the agenda; there were also positive topics,
such as the rising membership numbers and the
ever-increasing international interest in breeding
purebred Arabian horses around the world. The
WAHO office commented:

"The People's Republic of China was welcomed
as a full Registering Authority Member of WAHO
after publication of their first stud book.

Applying Member Ukraine has nearly finished its
first stud book, despite obvious difficulties, and
upon its publication will automatically become a
full Registering Authority Member of WAHO.
Zimbabwe was approved as caretaker Registry
for the Arabian horses in Botswana Bolivia was
approved as caretaker Registry for the Arabian
horses in Paraguay Kazakhstan was approved
as caretaker registry for Arabian horses in
Uzbekistan.
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It was formally announced that the Netherlands

has already been approved as caretaker registry

for Arabian horses in Greece and Malta and is
working towards obtaining permission from the

Irish authorities to become the caretaker registry

for Arabians in that country as well. (Before Brexit,
Arabians in these three countries were historically
always registered by the Arab Horse Society in the
UK). All of this must be organised, administered

and managed by the WAHO. In this respect, the
WAHO conference is a helpful platform for informing,
coordinating and further educating the national
associations.

The results from the WAHO statistics are also worth
mentioning. Foal births have risen sharply in some
Arabian countries. In Saudi Arabia, well over 6,000
foals are born each year, and in Egypt, more than
2,000 foals are born each year.

In addition, there are breeding associations with
growing numbers of foals from countries, also in SE
Asia, where Arabian horses have only been bred for
a few years. In the USA and Europe, where Arabian
breeding has flourished over the last hundred years,
breeding has declined sharply. In those countries,
global financial crises and the rising maintenance
costs for horses in relation to a polarising market
value are having the greatest impact. Reproduction
in Western Europe has fallen by an average

of 25%, as my colleague Gudrun Waiditschka
writes. However, in Germany, reproduction has
declined by 66%. The situation is probably similar

in Italy and Belgium, although this is not apparent
from the statistics as some of the large breeding
establishments there belong to the ruling families of
the Arabian Peninsula. Overall, the shift towards the
‘countries of origin’ is clear. There, Arabian horses
are part of the cultural identity and inspire young and
old across all social classes. This was followed by
the always interesting reports from the Delegates
representing the 56 WAHO Registering Authority
Member countries present at the Conference.
These Stud Book authorities are each responsible
for the management, coordination and
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administration of their own national stud book for
Arabian breeding, all of which come under the
WAHO Definition.

In many countries, breeders have free access to
the stud book and can carry out administrative
tasks and registrations online (e-government).
However, in some countries, paper is still used.
Beyond that, there are very different national
initiatives and activities involving horses in each
country. Some countries mainly promote and
breed Arabians for the racetracks, while others
focus on endurance, racing or show business.
Some take great care to integrate children and
young people into equestrian sports with Arabian
horses and organise events for this purpose. It
would go beyond the scope of this article to report
on individual countries. We recommend reading
the new WAHO booklet ‘2025 WAHO Conference,
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates’, which provides
a verbatim account of the entire conference.
Another item on the conference agenda was the

surprising resignation of Dr Marek Trela (Poland)
from the WAHO Board for personal reasons. He

had been an active member of the Board for 21 - & 3 = .
years and also held the office of Vice President. mmrtﬁ %"ﬁ\%ﬁm}\ | ﬁ]ﬁ?ﬁﬁf
HRH Princess Alia al Hussein of Jordan, who has JWI/ .

been a WAHO board member for many years, was
elected Vice President. This was a very popular
choice.Two minor amendments to the WAHO
Constitution were passed. One on finance allowed

for a future levy on exported horses, as part of

HRH Princess Alia al Hussein of Jordan
was elected Vice President L
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WAHO's fees. The other allowed for the WAHO

EC to formally approve any major changes to

the structure of a Registry Member's governing

authority and personnel. !'.‘4;, m :
b e

The finances were also reported on in detail. The
Treasurer's report, held by WAHO treasurer Mrs 4 }
Caroline Sussex, included adopting the 2024 WAHO df ) J v
accounts and a notification of various membership 4

fee increases from January 2026. To date, the main

income has come from the annual Membership fees
and Foal Levies of the Registering Authority Member

countries, as well as subscriptions from the Associate

Members and Individual Members. In future, there

will also be a small levy on each exported horse.Five

nominations had been received for the election of up
to two new Consultants to the WAHO EC. Only one
of them, Dr Mohamed Machmoum from Morocco,

was successful with over 50% of the votes cast.

Dr. Marek Trela
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REPORT OF THE WAHO WORLD
REGISTRARS MEETING

Xavier Guibert from France is Chairman of the
World Registrars Meeting and moderates this core
topic at WAHO World Conferences.

He then took the floor to inform the Assembly

of the results of the Registrars Meeting and, in
some cases, to put them to the vote. Almost 100
delegates from 55 countries around the world
took part in the meeting. Essentially, some of the
WAHO rules were updated, most of which were
minor changes.

1. Export certificates: WAHO does not issue
export certificates to owners or breeders; they are
only passed on from stud book to stud book.

2. Rule 4: Previously, the rule stated that
‘employees of the registration authorities may not
be owners or breeders of Arabian horses in order
to avoid conflicts of interest’. However, many
countries said that it was impossible to prohibit
this. It was decided to delete this sentence from
the WAHO rules.

3. ‘For animal welfare reasons, WAHO strongly
recommends that fillies should be older than

36 months before their first breeding attempt,
regardless of the breeding method used.’ This
was discussed, but the Executive Committee
decided not to make any changes. WAHO has
issued a general recommendation not to breed
with fillies under the age of three. Unfortunately,
there are countries where the covering of fillies
from 24 months of age is permitted.

4. Italy proposed the creation of an export
certificate specifically for exported embryos.

The idea is that the form should indicate the
donor mare with the embryo approval issued by
the studbook, including the identification of the
recipient mare with UELN. The buyer, seller and
breeder of the embryos should also be specified
in detail. The proposal was accepted.

5. Each registrar or representative of a studbook

was asked to provide information about their most

recent studbook or online database. Some only
have PDF files on their websites, some are truly
‘online’ and are updated daily or weekly, some are
accessible to everyone, others only to members
and breeders. Xavier Guibert expressed the

hope that “in the near future, all studbooks will be
online and we will form a comprehensive “WAHO
database”.

6. Each registrar was asked to indicate how they
communicate information about WAHO rules

and the availability of tests for genetic defects
(CA/SCID/LFS) to breeders. The results showed
that mandatory testing is only required in six
countries; in most countries, testing is offered but
not mandatory. Some enter the results into the
database, others do not. In most cases, the results
are forwarded to the database and the stallion
owner, but it is up to the owners to decide whether
they want to publish this information online.

7. The next item concerned communication with
WAHO and between studbooks. In summary, all
registrars confirmed excellent communication
with WAHO and unanimously thanked Executive
Secretary Katrina Murray.

8. Bahrain raised the issue of the true age of
young horses in racing and at shows. How can
the age of young horses be verified if the stated
date of birth cannot be trusted? The conclusion
was that there is no other solution than “the
control method practised by our ancestors 100
years ago, whereby they registered the foaling
dates, calculated the provisional date of birth and
contacted the breeder to ask them to report the
birth within a month.”

9. Finally, Natalie Meredith read out a disturbing
letter from the British Horseracing Authority on
the subject of genetic doping. This is a new risk
whereby the DNA of a thoroughbred could be
injected into the DNA of a purebred Arabian.

WAHO RULE 19 Embryo Transfer

WAHO Rule 19 deserves its own paragraph. The
basic principle is: ‘Each Registering Authority
Member has the authority to allow or not allow
the use of Embryo Transfer within their area.’
However, after more than 20 years of embryo
transfer (ET), the euphoria has disappeared and
some negative side effects are slowly dominating
breeding activities. In the Netherlands, almost
50% of registered foals are ETs. In Belgium,

the figure is 30%, with most of the foals being
from migrant mares registered in the country.

In contrast, 10 countries still do not allow ET. In
Poland, the recipient mare must be an Arabian
mare. This is a step that is recommended for
imitation. The main criticism of the ET method

is the epigenetic influence on the Arabian horse

VERY STRONG RECOMMENDATION:

breed by the recipient mare. But breeders also
criticise the creeping inbreeding depression
spread by the ‘Privileged Sire Syndrome’, the
enormously high costs of assisted reproductive
technology (ART) and the loss of nature’s
influence on the psyche and quality of life of
Arabian horses. (See the talk on this topic at the
conference.)

The WAHO was aware of the problem and the
following rule was proposed for voting in order
to reduce the number of embryo transfers per
mare per year: “It is a binding WAHO rule that
each donor mare is limited to the production

of one foal per year by embryo transfer, with
this foal being carried by a recipient mare. The
donor mare may also give birth to a naturally
carried foal in the same year. In the case of
naturally carried twin foals, both are eligible

for registration.” A lengthy discussion ensued.
Finally, a vote was taken to gather the opinion of
each country. Fifty-two countries were present.
Nineteen countries were in favour of limiting
mares to only one ET per year plus the carrying
of a naturally conceived foal. Thirty country
representatives voted in favour of a strong
recommendation, but not a rule. One country
voted against any restriction. There were also 2
abstentions. Although the decision was relatively
close, the proposal could not be implemented
because some representatives of the assembly
stated that they could not legally enforce it in
their country. As a result, the board decided to
adopt a very strong recommendation instead

of a rule. The duly updated and agreed WAHO
rules were then passed as a whole by vote of the

Delegates on the General Assembly.

In order to protect the welfare of Arabian mares, it is a very strong WAHO recommendation that each donor
mare is limited to producing one foal per year by Embryo Transfer, that foal to be carried by a recipient mare.
That donor mare may also give birth to a naturally carried foal in the same year. In the case of naturally carried
twin foals, both will be eligible for registration. For the purpose of this recommendation, a year consists of a

period of 12 consecutive months.
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A JOURNEY THROUGH THE
HEART OF THE EMIRATES

In April 2025 His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice President of the United
Arab Emirates and Chairman of the Board of

the Emirates Arabian Horse Society (EAHS)
hosted the WAHO Conference in Abu Dhabi
including organised visits to several places of
cultural and historical interest. There were almost
300 delegates, attendees and WAHO Council
members. The excursions and visits were well
organised in comfortable coaches, with wonderful
lunches and dinners every day. A feast in so many
ways. Whether you have visited the Emirates
before, or this was your first time, we were to
discover that beyond the glittering skylines and
luxury shopping lies a rich history stitched together
with ancient traditions and bold ideas.

We started on Saadiyat Island, the cultural heart of
Abu Dhabi. At its centre, the Louvre Abu Dhabi is
as much a work of art as the treasures it houses.
French architect — Jean Nouvel — was directly

“No man can live this life and emerge unchanged. He
will carry, however faint, the imprint of the desert, the
brand which marks the nomad; and he will have within
him the yearning to return... For this cruel land can cast
a spell which no temperate clime can match “.

(Wilfred Thesiger)

inspired by the UAE’s native architecture, and

the spectacular silvery ‘floating’ dome’s intricate
pattern serves as the source of the museum’s
‘Rain of Light’ and gives an amazing effect of
shade and light. Our group were lucky enough

to have an extremely knowledgeable guide, who
managed to impart history and its relevance in an
interesting and enthusiastic manner. There was
only time for an ‘express tour’, but it has whetted
the appetite to return and see more. The museum
has a fantastic collection of works that presents
stories of creativity from the beginning of recorded
history. There are 12 Chapters with more than 600
artworks and artefacts that span history, artists,
civilisation and cultures. Something for everyone,
and especially WAHO members, as there were

several horses depicted in paintings, sculptures

and models, through all the ages.

From there, the Abrahamic Family House invites
you to pause. Three houses of worship — a
mosque, a church, and a synagogue — stand
side by side, joined by gardens in the sky. It's
peaceful, purposeful, and quietly profound.

The three houses of worship are designed of
equal stature, size and materiality to eliminate
any sense of hierarchy. The Mosque is oriented
towards Mecca, the Church towards the East and
the Synagogue towards Jerusalem.

Not far away, cranes and scaffolding signal

the future: the falcon-winged Zayed National
Museums designed by Norman Foster + Partners
as a memorial to the late Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, the founding father and first president of
the UAE. His love of falcons inspired the towers
to be shaped like their wings. It is due to open in
December 2025.

The striking forms of the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi
and Natural History Museum can also be seen
as they near completion, and imminent openings.
Each museum will further showcase Saadiyat’s
cultural offerings.

The Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque is one of the
UAE’s most recognisable modern landmarks. The
late founder of the UAE, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan aspired to build a mosque personifying
the moderation of Islam. Its 82 domes rise above
courtyards inlaid with hundreds of thousands

of different types of mosaic marble pieces from
Italy, India, Greece, and China. Bringing together
cultures around the world through its aesthetic
features and architectural designs.

If the mosque is about vision, Qasr Al Hosn
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is about roots. Built in the late 1700s as a
watchtower, it grew into a fortress and family seat,
standing witness to Abu Dhabi’s transformation
from fishing village to thriving capital. Today

Sﬁeikﬁ_-' Zayed Grand Mosque |
it's part of a complex that includes a cultural T -
foundation with workshops, performances, and also known as the Presidential Palace, stands

exhibitions. as an iconic symbol of the city. This magnificent

Nestled in the heart of Abu Dhabi, Qasr Al Watan, palace not only serves as a working presidential
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residence, still used for official state functions.
Under its 37-metre central dome, you can browse
gilded manuscripts, ornate carpets, and an

entire hall dedicated to diplomatic gifts, providing
insights into Arab cultural heritage, history, and
the principles of Emirati governance.

Many of us spent a full day in Sharjah ‘The Pearl
in the Gulf’. The Museum of Islamic Civilization
takes a scholarly yet dazzling approach, bringing
together more than 5,000 artefacts: miniature
paintings, ancient coins, celestial globes. Each
gallery is a doorway into another chapter of the
Islamic world’s vast contributions to art, science,
and faith. A stunning mosaic in the central atrium
replicates the night sky and zodiac ecliptic, adding
to the museum's_immersive experience.

Later our group went to the large and well-
equipped equestrian centre to see Arabian horses
competing at the 26th Sharjah International
Arabian Horse Festival. It was an interesting
evening watching impressive Arabian horses
competing for the championship awards, in all the
Showing classes.

The desert road to Al Ain delivers a different
tempo. This is the UAE’s green heart, where
oases cool the air and history lies in layers.

The Al Ain Museum is the oldest museum in the
UAE, established in 1969 under the leadership
of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, founder
of the UAE and affectionately known as Father of
the Nation. It charts the history of Al Ain from the

v
Louvre Abu Dhabl focuses on cross- cultural o
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Stone Age through to the foundation of the UAE in
1971.

The picturesque Sultan Fort, also known as the
Eastern Fort, is a well-preserved mud-brick structure
with towers at three of the corners, lying within the
grounds of the museum.

Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa ordered the construction of
the Al Jahili Fort in 1891 as a stronghold to control the
Bedouin tribes of the area, protect the palm farmers
of the oasis, and serve as his summer residence.

In 1955, it served as a base for the Trucial

Oman Scouts. It was used to distribute first aid,
basic medicine and items such as disinfectants
to remote villages around Al Ain through

camel patrols. Besides the stunning mudbrick
architecture, Al Jahili Fort has an informative
display and video on the fort’s restoration and a
fascinating photography exhibition of the British
explorer Wilfred Thesiger’s journeys across the
Empty Quarter in the 1940s. His photographs

of the Bedouins and the desert are spectacular.
What makes Thesiger’s legacy so impactful is his
ability to not only conquer the desert physically
but also to immerse himself in the cultural fabric
of the Bedouins, who were his guides, and who
have called this region home for centuries. His
writings preserve their way of life, offering a
powerful window into a culture that is increasingly
threatened by modernization and outside
influences. The exhibition also underscores

the importance of conservation efforts in the

AE\m Camel Souk — a glimpse into traditional -

¥ '*-j ~ Emirati customs
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Empty Quarter. With climate change and rapid
urbanization impacting the Arabian Peninsula,
Thesiger’s reflections on the delicate balance
between humanity and nature are as relevant
today as they were when he first set foot in the
desert. His legacy serves as a call to preserve the
natural beauty of this region and the traditional
ways of life that are so deeply intertwined with the
landscape.

Tucked away in the heart of the desert, Al Ain
Oasis is one of the UAE’s hidden treasures. With
over 147,000 date palm trees of 100 different
types, it is more than just a lush escape—it’'s a
living, breathing piece of history. The secret behind
oasis’s green life is its ancient irrigation system,
known as the “falaj”. This system, believed to be
over 3,000 years old, uses a clever network of
underground and surface channels to carry water
from distant underground sources, mountain
aquifers, or wells to the date palm groves and
farms. Located in the city of Al Ain, the oasis covers
nearly 1,200 hectares. Walking through the shaded
paths feels like stepping into a different time. The
air is cooler, the light softer, and the rhythm of life
slower. It's hard to believe you're still in the middle
of a desert, when the only sounds you hear are
birds chirping, water flowing through the falaj, and
the soft rustling of palm leaves.

Al Ain Camel Market has been in existence

for over a hundred years. Not just a place for
commerce — it is a meeting point of cultures, a
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AL Ain, Race Track

celebration of the heritage of the UAE, and a
testament to the deep-rooted connection between
humans and these magnificent creatures. You can
witness the diversity of camel breeds on display.
Camels are highly valued and bred for various
purposes, resulting in a range of distinctive
breeds, each with its own unique characteristics
and qualities.

We went to watch the sunset on Jebel Hafeet.

This is Abu Dhabi’s highest peak at 1249 metres.
On one side you get incredible views of the lush

garden city of Al Ain, and on the other into the
borders of Oman. The evening, we were there
was a little misty, which gave a slightly mystical
effect to the views. Jebel Hafeet means ‘empty
mountain’ in Arabic, but in fact that is far from
true. Geologists date the mountain to being
several million years old. Many significant fossils

¥ I‘

Cgnference Journalists Sharon Meyers
=and Gudrun Waiditschka ;]

“Jebel Hafeet - 1249 metres high,
overlooking Al-Ainzon:one S|de and
-Oman on the other:

Al S8 Heritage Souk in
Dubai —&*modern replica of
an old, traditional souk.
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have been found, and over 500 tombs already
discovered. Sites have been uncovered from 8000
years ago, so this mountain holds the secrets of
the UAE’s long-term history jigsaw. Definitely a
place for a longer visit.

After a day in and around Al Ain, the drive to
Dubai is a culture shock to the senses. Driving
along the coast road from Abu Dhabi, you
suddenly arrive in a city that is made up of ultra-
modern buildings, edifices, almost like sculptures
of imagination and design. Alongside is the
overhead rail system.

To pull up outside Al Seef Souk is where old Dubai
meets new. Creek views with traditional dhows,
waterfront souks and market vibes. The scent of
spices, and perfumes known or unrecognisable.
Colourful and intriguing, the shaded alleys

remind one of the city’s earlier times, although
unfortunately few of the original buildings still exist.
From the hectic city scene, we were driven to the
Dubai Royal Stud. In very comfortable surroundings
we were treated to a fine display of well-bred Arabian
show horses. This was followed by an excellent

dinner before we returned to Abu Dhabi.

As well as watching the showing classes in
Sharjah, there was an opportunity to experience
three different race meetings. We visited Dubai, Al
Ain and then the season’s final evening meeting
on the Abu Dhabi racetrack. There are over 200
races each year in the UAE, and with fields of up
to 15 horses, there are many opportunities for
different ages and abilities to compete.

A visit to Al Reef Stables, belonging to HH Sheikh
Tahnoon Bin Zayed al Nahyan was very interesting.
A peaceful yard full of seemingly content and
beautiful racehorses. We were then treated to an
informal parade of some of their star performers.
I'm sure all the WAHO members lucky enough to
visit Abu Dhabi, enjoyed what we learnt, what we
experienced and the wonderful hospitality we were
shown.

From oasis shade to skyline shine, the Emirates
will leave you with a head full of stories, a camera
full of memories, and a heart convinced there’s
always more to discover.

By Susan Carden and Monika Savier
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ABU DHABI, WAHO Conference 2025
Talk of MONIKA SAVIER

When | watch the vets at my stud freeze
the semen, and straws containing billions of

Peter Pond: It now gives me great pleasure to introduce this wonderful lady, Monika Savier. | think most SIBENTT £ EUEEOneEe [ AHiegE SomEmars, |

of you know her already, she was originally from Germany, has been based in Italy since 1985. In addition
to running her own stud farm there, where she has been breeding Arabian horses for almost 40 years, she
also works as an equestrian journalist for various Arabian magazines and has also covered many WAHO
Conferences. Together with Dr. Hans Nagel she has published several articles and books. In her talk today,
‘Female choice and the impact of assisted reproduction technology on the lives of stallions and mares’, &
she draws not only on scientific research, but also on her own observations of the equine behaviour of her
Arabian stallions and mares. a. _ ‘

wonder how the Arabian horse has managed to
successfully spread from the Arabian Peninsula
across the continents for thousands of years,
healthy and lively, without ultrasound, swab tests
and hormone administration.

The decision to allow artificial insemination

and embryo transfer has been left to individual

Female Choice and the Impact of Assisted Reproduction Technology

on the Lives of Stallions and Mares

When we talk about horses today, we reveal
not only something about the nature of the
animals and their breeding, but also about
the society in which they live.

This talk is about the loss of natural reproduction
in Arabian horse breeding. The influence of
modern reproductive technologies affects
breeders and horses all over the world. In

this respect to discuss the issue at the WAHO
conference in Abu Dhabi was a fantastic
opportunity to highlight the problems. It is

a reminder to fellow breeders that Arabian
horse breeding should also meet sustainability
requirements to preserve health and diversity for
the future. Horses can't talk. So, | try to speak
for them and confront the natural reproduction
and the effects of “assisted reproduction
technologies” (ART) and breeding methods also
from the perspective of our horses.

The contrast between the original natural
processes of reproduction, from which this
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noble breed has emerged, with the widespread
use of today’s reproductive technologies, and
address a few problems that we already have
in breeding or that are on the horizon. | do not
want to paint a picture of a romantic loser, but
rather use this report to remind you that we
should not carelessly and out of commercial
interest turn natural reproduction into a case for
veterinary medicine. Of course, reproduction
technology can be a great help in special cases,
but as an industry it has greatly increased the
costs of breeding and in some contexts it is
counterproductive. Some ware along the line,
the mental and physical welfare of the horses
themselves has been almost totally forgotten.
For the last 100 years, the world has been
changing rapidly, the consequence of this is that
modern assisted reproductive technologies can
now determine the course of our horses’ lives.
Horse breeding has become more expensive
but not necessarily more successful. No more

‘horses of the century’ have been born in recent
years, despite science and modern technologies
for improving breeding. Instead, our breed’s gene
pool has narrowed considerably. What also falls
by the wayside is the natural contact between
stallions and mares, their communication and
their libido. And that has its side effects.
Lifestyle, prosperity and self-interest have
fundamentally changed the way we deal with
the horses entrusted to us in recent years. Just
a generation ago, responsible horse breeders
would have retired a stallion that had low fertility
and taken him out of breeding. Or a mare with
a noble pedigree who does not want to accept
her foal. Today, these cases are a welcome
challenge for ‘assisted reproductive technology’
(A.R.T.) And thus, these genetic problems are
now spread around the world.

Surprisingly, modern reproduction technology

is taken for granted. A ‘shifting baseline’ has
taken place in some countries whereas in others,
resistance is growing in the interests of the
horses and the question of economic sense.

countries to decide. There are mandatory rules
which have been in place for many years,
stating that foals produced by any form of in-
vitro fertilization, gene editing or cloning cannot
be registered in a WAHO approved stud book.
They are difficult for the Registries to police. By
readjusting a few important parameters in the
rules and regulations, we can initiate changes.
Today, there are many owners of Arabian
horses who do not know the real world of their
animals, neither their social behaviour nor their
communication with each other. The character
of their horses, a truly important element, is
unknown to many. They are investors. Their
horses are kept in large training stables to be
trained and mated. For these owners, the horses
are often little more than collector’s items. They
trust their experts, veterinarians and trainers,
and usually leave the breeding decisions to
them.

Experienced breeders know that by artificially
interfering with reproduction, they are depriving
the horses of an important part of their lives: the



desire and joy of sexual communication. Who
does not know from breeding practice in the
past that mares did not show heat at all in front
of certain stallions, although the veterinarian
measured a 4 cm large follicle? Meanwhile,
reproduction has become an expensive problem
area. In veterinary medicine, the background

of these behaviours is rarely reflected upon,
because the pharmaceutical industry, the food
industry and reproduction technology take care
of the problems themselves. Artificial hormones
in every phase of the heat or as accompaniment
and ‘protection’ of the pregnancy are standard
today. Most veterinarians follow a protocol
without considering the situation and condition
of the mare individually and including it in the
treatment.

The most common current husbandry conditions
for stallions and mares, which require strict
separation, stallion quarantine, and controlled
breedings, can be traced back in many countries
to national laws for the prevention of infectious
diseases, a price we have to pay for the
globalisation of reproduction, i.e. the shipment of
semen.

Much has changed in the behavioural
psychology of horses, and the reality at stud
farms today shows that not only do breeders
suffer from the cost explosion caused by artificial
reproduction, but that stallions and mares

have also had to change and adapt their lives
immensely. So how do we make their lives
better, from a horse’s point of view?

Just a reminder: if you are male and want

Natural Breeding

to breed, you have to be nice! In principle, it

has always been about one thing, at least for
stallions: showing yourself, courting, convincing
the mare... and finally breeding. This is what
makes the stallion charming and peaceful, quite
unlike his reputation. In practice, he tries to get
along well with everyone, as he never knows
when an opportunity to breed a mare might arise.
Yet to be able to behave in this way, he needs

a minimum of behavioural options, exercise,
hopefully the chance of turn-out on the pastures
and at least an opportunity to see, smell and
touch his mares.

In biology, there is the scientifically proven term
‘female choice’. This term refers to a mating
system whose most important characteristic is
the fact that in the animal world, the male must
work for the mating. He has to perform. For
example, he can sing particularly beautifully, or
present himself in bright colours, perform dances
or bring gifts - in every species, the male has

his specific advertising behaviour to keep his
competitors in check. He has to impress the
female and convince her that he is ‘the one’. The
competitors are always the other male animals,
which have to be defeated.

Stallions show their charisma and athletic bodies,
accompanied by a lot of shouting, to be heard
by the mare. They have to advertise themselves
to be able to have sex, because females are
choosy in nature, setting high demands and
conditions.

“Female Choice says that the reproductive
strategies of the sexes are completely different.

Simply put: ‘Males go for quantity and try to mate
with as many females as possible. Females, on
the other hand, go for quality and only mate with
the best male. This is because reproduction is
much more costly, time-consuming and long-term
for them. So, the male must gather many around
him, and the female must fend off many. One of
the most important characteristics is that most
males in nature rarely or never find a mate,
writes biologist Meike Stoverock.

Charles Darwin once wrote: “he who conquers,
mates,” and the conqueror had to be not only
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strong but also intelligent to be able to take on
the evolutionary challenges. Darwin called this
principle “sexual selection.”

If a mare is to produce a good stallion, she must
have a dominant role in the herd, intelligence,
pride and composure to produce a confident son.
A normal foal, raised with a submissive mother,
is unlikely to feel any desire to fight for the role
of a leading mare or stud stallion. Experienced
breeders know that a timid mother produces
timid foals, but a dominant lead mare imprints
this character to her foals, which is passed on
for generations and, for example, creates the
best conditions for a future racehorse. Trainers
look for horses whose social behaviour in the
herd shows the mentality of ‘better dead than
second’. They are looking for those that will not
let themselves be overtaken by the others on the
racetrack, and will always fight their way to the
front, even when the situation is difficult.

Even if some behavioural scientists assume
that the stallion is the leader of the mare herd,

observations of wild horses have repeatedly
shown that the stallion has to fight for entry

and his leadership role in the mare herd at the
beginning of the mares’ heat period until the lead
mare accepts him. Only then can it be said that
he is the boss in the reproductive area, while the
lead mare continues to take care of the important
decisions in the general herd life. This includes
the vital search for food and the early warning
system of the mares with foals in front of a
predator on the horizon.

When stallions break out of the paddock, they
don’t run away, but can be found in the mare
stable. If the mare herd breaks out, it may well
be that they are on the move for better pastures.
There is a fine balance between the mating
behaviour of the sexes, and even if the stallion
is finally allowed to mate with the mares after a
long courtship and with a great deal of posturing,
he still has to fight for each individual mare.

In doing so, he has to be careful and inventive,
because every mare is different and the mating
act itself requires the stallion to recognise
whether the mare is really ready, from a
hormonal point of view, to let him mount her
without fighting him off and potentially causing
him serious injury. This ‘biological weakness’
forces the stallion to use his intelligence and
charm to woo the mare, to convince her to
succeed. This is an important aspect of his social
behaviour and part of his behavioural code.
Today, for so many of our horses, the stallion

no longer has to be charming to be able to
breed, and the mare no longer has any decision-




making power over the stallions. In fact, today’s
stallions are sometimes rather difficult, even
dangerous. They may no longer know natural
limits,, they lack the education from the mares
and the realisation that they have to submit

to certain conditions in order to succeed. As a
result, they can develop not only health problems
but also stable vices which are signs of severe
mental stress. Instead of being able to advertise
themselves, they wait for the vet with the artificial
vagina. No self-promotion, no competitors, just
delivering semen. The stallion may be famous,
but sad.

The principle of Female Choice is also fast
disappearing in today’s horse breeding. This had
previously defined their reproductive cycles, able
to decide at least to some extent whether or not
to accept the advances of a particular stallion.
But now the breeder decides, and the vet does
his job and inseminates the mare. She probably
never even gets to see a stallion - she no longer
has a choice.

These mares also suffer a loss of power and
image in the herd. Some have low libido and
reduced fertility. Or, if they do become pregnant,
they have miscarriages, or when the foal is
born, their maternal instincts no longer exist,
they produce little milk or even reject the foal
completely.

It has taken a long time for horse breeding

to reach this present point of extensive de-
naturalisation of the reproduction process. So,
what was the trigger?

One of the technical innovations of the 20th

century had a particularly significant impact on
breeding and ultimately on the living environment
of horses — Frozen Semen and as a result,
Artificial Insemination. At first only used locally,
before too long the ability to chill or freeze semen
and ship it worldwide was developed. Arabian
horses became part of globalised markets.
Semen could be bought and sold online via
social media. Freezing, and unlimited storage

in liquid nitrogen without an expiry date made it
possible to send it across all continents. Now the
semen came to the mares. This was certainly
an advantage in connection with risky horse
transport and an enormous gain for the stallion
owners, who were now able to sell many more
breedings.

With the increasing use of A.l.(Artificial
Insemination), an existential disadvantage

for colts born of those breedings arose. From
then on, they lost value everywhere. Before

the widespread use of transported semen, we
looked for interesting stallions that fitted into

our breeding concept. We went to shows or
visited them at their home stables. We took their
temperament into consideration, and how they
would complement our mares. Their sons could
usually be bought for a reasonable price.

But with unlimited access to the semen of
champions, mare owners choose to breed to
those sires, rather than buy their sons. Which
in some cases also led to the market being
saturated with their colts, so the breeder would
discover that their market value was below

their production costs. Unlike the breeders of

Thoroughbred racehorses - their rules forbid
anything other than natural covering, for very
good reason.

While on the race track and in endurance sports,
breeding selection is largely based on the
athletic performance of mares and stallions, the
selection of show horses and certain bloodlines
is left to their own markets. On the catwalk of
Arabian horse shows, we find perfect beauty,
sometimes bordering on the, because the
functionality of the animals is subordinate to it.
These winners share the market of good mares,
because their stud fees are too expensive to
experiment.

Less fashionable stallions are often overlooked,
so as a result, we also risk a reduction in
stallion quality, because as the great breeders
said before the turn of the century: ‘You need
50 young stallions to be able to select 2-3 top
stallions that will advance breeding’.

As a result, the gene pool of our current

horse breeding has narrowed. A look at a
modern pedigree often shows a high degree

of inbreeding, but far too rarely with a strategic
breeding concept. Inbreeding is a tool to
successfully implement our idea of breed type,
which today means beauty, functionality and
brand homogeneity. Inbreeding can also be used
to successfully suppress bad genes. However,
not everything that meets an ideal of beauty is
also healthy for the development of the breed.
Therefore, inbreeding should only be used up to
a certain percentage and according to scientific
criteria.

How did the already quite high level of
inbreeding in Arabian horses come about?

The genetic makeup of champions, whether

on the racetrack or at an ECAHO show, is
highly coveted and expensive. Using them in
breeding is a status symbol for many. In addition,
there is the hope of being able to repeat this
success with their own mares. But it’s not that
easy, because genetics is a broad field. Sons
and daughters or siblings each have a very
different genetic makeup, although parallels and
similarities are often recognisable. The semen of
champions is now used everywhere. More than
1000 foals sired in his lifetime is not uncommon
for outstanding champions due to artificial
insemination and the shipment of frozen semen.
Unlike in nature, these winning chromosomes
spread all over the world. Many stallions, on the
other hand, are hardly used at all. When the
champions’ offspring are then mated with each
other to consolidate the famous characteristics,
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Nature has packed a second set of chromosomes

into each working cell
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the so-called popular-sire effect arises.

Genetic defects can now become dominant

and homozygous, causing diseases that can

be passed on genetically. You could match

two beautiful, perfect looking show champions,
neither of which show any physical or genetic
defects, and yet their offspring can have a

lack of type for the show ring and inherit both
conformational issues and genetic disorders.
Why is that?

Luckily, nature has packed a second set of
chromosomes into each working cell. This is
how a functioning organism can develop from
two blueprints of life, even if there are disorders
on one set of chromosomes. One of the
chromosomes must be free of defects to ensure
health. However, this life-saving heterozygosity
could be lost through repeated inbreeding.

If, unfortunately, two equally defective
chromosomes meet due to mating, we have bred
a homozygosity with regard to these genes. In
nature, these horses will probably become ill and
thus be eliminated from reproduction by natural
selection. Other genes are suppressed, some
lines die out due to old age or because they are
often considered unpopular, and healthy genetic
diversity is slowly lost. When the inbreeding
level rises to a dangerous level, this can result in
both genetic disorders and physical defects.
Fortunately, genetic testing is now widely
available. Through education and dissemination
of information, WAHO and our breed societies
actively encourage testing both stallions and
broodmares, with the simple slogan “To prevent

affected foals, test before you breed”.

The next revolution in reproduction technology
was the invention of embryo transfer (ET). Within
the past 25 years or so, Embryo Transfer as a
method of breeding has become commonplace
practice in many countries. In the earlier

years, breeders considered that ET would be
helpful in certain rare cases, for example, for

an exceptional mare with a medical indication
that prevented her from carrying a foal to term
herself. Gradually the popular concept crept in
that if stallions could produce multiple foals in a
year, then why couldn’t mares do the same.
Valuable mares could carry on with their show
or ridden careers while the recipient mare got

on with the business of carrying and raising her
ET foal. Then breeders realised that they could
produce several foals from one mare in one year
out of several recipient mares, and thus in theory
sell more foals more quickly, as after all, time
costs money in the breeding business. Only a
small percentage of those multiple ET foals born
in the same year will be top quality, which leads
to welfare issues for the others.

‘Only rare things have added value,’ said the
economist Karl Marx 150 years ago. Producing
several siblings in the same year from the same
parents makes the foals part of a series and also
trivialises the pedigree. What we need is quality,
not quantity!

And have we thought enough about the welfare
of both the donor and recipient mares during

this time? Creating an embryo transfer foal is
not that easy. Various veterinary procedures are

required, hormones are used to synchronize the
donor and recipient mares, with regular internal
ultrasound scans. Then, sometimes 2-3 or more
flushings of the uterus are necessary to retrieve
a single viable embryo. There is also a health
risk for the dam’s uterus and future fertility. It
takes a lot of time, a lot of work, a lot of hormone
injections and high veterinary costs for each
successful ET pregnancy. Essentially, to be
blunt about it, the donor mares are impregnated,
most often using A.l., and then aborted. Mares
used in this way can become depressed and
even dangerous.

| know this is something that has been much
discussed by WAHO and its Member countries,
ever since the introduction and widespread
availability of ET, including the deliberations at
this Conference arising from welfare concerns
for donor mares who have multiple foals per
mare per year produced by this method. Added
to that are the complications for Registries, when
frozen embryos are sold, exported and stored,
waiting to be implanted at some future date into
the recipient mares.

I will now touch briefly on epi-genetics, which
involves genetic control influenced by factors
other than the horse’s DNA sequence. Epigenetic
changes, which can be developmental or
environmental, can switch genes on or off and
are required for normal development and health.
In this case | am referring to the influence of the
mares on the foals they give birth to and raise.
A natural daughter or son of the two parents is
the so-called A foal. It is the foal that was carried

by its own mother. This foal not only carries her
DNA, but also her charisma, her character, her
movements and everything that the foal receives
in utero from the mother mare, who carries it

for 11 months, caring for it and educating it for
further months until weaning, thus consolidating
all these heritable traits.

You could say that an ET foal, i.e. the B or C
foal from the same year, has three parents - the
genetic sire and dam and the unrelated recipient
mare. These foals will be heavily influenced by
the mare that actually carries and gives birth to
them, in just the same that way foal A is. Many
recipient mares are not even Arabians, which
can affect the in-utero growth of the foal, this in
turn affects their eventual adult height, their limbs
in particular, and their movement. The behaviour
and temperament of the recipient mare also has
a strong influence. Various clinical studies have
clearly shown that these epi-genetic changes in
humans and animals can be and are passed on
to the next generations. | think this is something
that would benefit from further research in our
Arabians.

Regardless of which artificial method is used

to produce the embryo, the greatest risk of
changing the Arabian horse breed gradually but
fundamentally is the effect of epi-genetics on the
development of the foal through recipient mares
of a different breed, character and body size.
However, the adoption of the A.R.T. method

for the reproduction of our horses was not yet
complete. The next step was the development

of in-vitro reproduction, which also makes use




of embryo transfer and is therefore also subject
to all the possible risks and side effects, as
previously mentioned. For good reasons, the
registration of foals produced by any form of
in-vitro reproduction is not permitted by WAHO,
and all Registries have been asked to add a
declaration to foal registration application forms
stating this method was not used.

In brief, In-vitro reproduction involves removing
the oocyte (egg) from the donor mare and
placing it in a glass dish in a laboratory. There,
the egg to be fertilised is brought together

with the sperm. This can either be by ICSI
(Intracytoplasmic Sperm Injection) which
involves manually selecting a spermatozoon
under a microscope and injecting it into the
oocyte with a fine needle; or by IVF (in vitro
fertilisation). This method involves ovum pick-
up, which is the collection of multiple oocytes
from the donor mare, which is not a pleasant
procedure for her, incubating them with sperm
and allowing natural fertilisation to occur without
human intervention. Once at the required
growth stage, the resulting embryo can then

be implanted in a recipient mare, or frozen and
stored until it is needed.

Live embryos are then frozen and float by the
hundreds in the nitrogen containers of large
laboratories or specialised stud farms. Many
embryos are full siblings, as the expensive and

complex methods are only worthwhile if several
embryos can be produced at the same time. This
in turn significantly increases the risk of inbreeding.
In most cases, these embryos are sold at auctions,
most likely without declaring the method used to
produce them, possibly exported and then used in
the recipient mares with all the risks of epi-genetic
influence, as already described.

We should ask ourselves what consequences
follow from the findings outlined above? How
can we better control selection? What trade-

offs could be made between A.R.T. and the life
quality of horses?

Today, after thousands of years, it seems

that we have somehow neglected the most
important natural reproduction behaviours of
our horses, leading to an irresolvable conflict
with profit-orientated reproduction technology.
Sexual selection by the choosy mares was
both the tool and the origin of evolutionary
adaptation. It is the adjusting screw that
determines the success, health and survival
of individuals and species.

The common denominator across all the
differences should be our care and support of
the horses and the realisation that they only
need assisted reproduction in rare cases. This
makes it all the more important to honour and
preserve healthy Arabian horse breeding in all
its natural diversity and sustainability.

| would like to thank especially Massimo Rubei, Veterinarian, Katrina Murray, WAHO-Executive Secretary,
Saria Almarzook, Geneticist and Maike Stoverock, Biologist, for their stimulating support.

CHANGES
Insights into how Arabian breeding
has changed.

EMMA MAXWELL

Peter Pond: We are now going to move to our second
speaker, who also needs little introduction to this
Conference and the Arabian horse community and that

is Emma Maxwell. Emma grew up in a horse-breeding
family which bred Arabian horses as a business until
2002. Lodge Farm bred several halter world champions
plus some stakes race-winning Arabians and many ridden
champions. The Maxwell family had a holistic view of the
ideal Arabian as one which combined external beauty with
athleticism and trainability. Emma was the halter trainer
of their own horses and showed extensively in Europe
and the Middle East, also for many other clients. She also
squeezed in some amateur racing with horses trained

at home. She still does some hands-on work teaching
weanlings how to do things safely but is now a consultant,
photographer, and judge. Please welcome Emma to the
stage.

The original Arabian horse emerged from the desert

heat of the Arabian Peninsula, and over many centuries
reached all the continents represented here today. Over
these years, his uses have changed with the culture of
the times. Today | would like to briefly examine some
directions of travel. | am going to show you some famous
horses from the era WAHO began in and then look at
some of the ways our breeding goals have changed.

| will look at some theories about selection pressures that
we did not realise existed!

For such an ancient breed, 1970, the year of WAHO’s
birth is just the blink of an eye away, but just looking at
famous horses of that era, shows a snapshot of what
mattered to breeders then and how much has changed.
In 1970 the USA was by far the largest registry, with
approximately 10,000 foals a year. This total peaked in
1985 at 30,000.

In 1970 there was a large array of competitions you could
take part in, so | begin with a horse who deserves to be in
any lecture, about the Arabian:

The 1970 US National Champion Aramus! (1) A horse
who still captures imaginations today.

Like most stallions of his time, his halter win was
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just one of his awards and he took a National
Championships in Formal Driving and Top Ten in
Park.

The Scottsdale Champion Stallion in 1970 was
Orzel, also bred in Poland. He was more famous
as the 1967 US National Champion Racehorse
and had fun in ‘retirement’ winning a National
Championship in Ladies Sidesaddle classes with
owner Ed Tweed’s granddaughter on board.

On the track, | slipped a year to include another
legend. This is the 1971 US Racehorse of the year
Sambor (Czort -Sabellina), because like Orzel

he is still a force in modern race and endurance
pedigrees. Sambor also competed under saddle
and at halter, making all three of these stallions
multi-talented at any level.

While imported horses were stunning North
America at horse shows with huge numbers of
entries, with professional training. Europe was a
little sleepier. There were no international shows,
many countries had their own original bloodline
marque, and the exchange of bloodlines was just
about to start in earnest, partly thanks to WAHO.
WAHO founding member Holland was a busier
exception, collecting a large array of Arabians from
several different countries. Breeding stock was
inspected at a “Keuringen” judged by professional
horse people. Not every horse passed and some
failed to obtain a Breeding license. A detailed
description of each stallion, including its poor
features, was published.

The largest show in Europe - as it would remain
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Aramus (1)

for four more decades was the British National
Championships, which peaked at around 2000
entries in 1986. The Winning mare of that year was
Sheer Magic of all Crabbet lines, who was then
exported to Australia.

Russia occasionally presented horses at the
Moscow Exhibition, and my example is the 1971
winner Neposeda. (2) Two of Neposeda’s sons
were used at Tersk and every one of her daughters
bred at least one breeding stallion. The foundation
of WAHO significantly boosted the world’s ability to
exchange bloodlines and Neposeda is a wonderful
example of this, she had sixteen grandsons used

in worldwide breeding programs Russia, the USA,
Poland, Holland the UK, Germany, France and Italy.
Poland of course also held inspections, but not
publicly, and hosted its first National championships
in 1979, where the inaugural stallion prize was won
by Eukaliptus who needs no introduction as sire of
significance in Poland and beyond.

Germany did not hold Arabian-specific shows in the
early 1970’s and only started their famous stallion
licensing later in the decade. For these early years,
the 100-day performance testing was mandatory for
stallions who wanted to stand at stud, and Arabians
were tested the same as any other sport breed.
Several Arabians finished in the top placings in the
early 1980'’s, all of them Straight Egyptian.

The horses of this era were admirable in their
versatility, especially in the USA, where it was used
as a USP - a Unique Selling Point in their promotion
to potential horse buyers. Versatility requires two
things as a base standard: Sanity and Soundness.

Neposeda (2)

Add on trainability and athletic ability based on
structurally effective conformation and the world
was full of useful Arabian horses. The ones who
rose to the very top had the fairy glitter of prettiness
and charisma sprinkled over the top, but those
extras were the extras, not the focus.

Another stepping-stone to the future was set in
1970 with the start of the Pyramid Society, the
brainchild of Douglas Marshall of Texas, one

of several American breeders dedicated to the
Arabian horses bred in Egypt. The Pyramid Society
promoted the breeding of straight Egyptian horses
worldwide and | think have both met and then
exceeded their goals, thanks to the ever-growing
passion for the Egyptian horse in the Middle East.
Douglas Marshall’s import Morafic (3) is now on
the sideline of a very large proportion of show
champions, whether Egyptian or not.

It's easier to summarise 1970’s Arabian by
bloodline, rather than by what they competed at.
Images demonstrate that different countries used
to favour different phenotypes. It's probably also
fair to say that the national variety of ridden horse,
influenced what Arabian breeders selected for in
the Arabians. This is not to disparage any of these
creations, merely to acknowledge that in horse
breeding, we allow more hidden influences to
silently steer us than we like to think, which is one
of my themes for today.

For example, Spanish breeders were more
accepting of the larger crested neck than other
nations’ breeders, and of course, a crest is not an
impediment to performance and comfort of ride,
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indeed, it can add to it.

The UK’s horses were centered around the
famous, mainly chestnut horses of early breeder
and Arabian propagandist Lady Wentworth who
also expected them to be functional. In the UK the
Arabians borrowed some ideas from the English
hunter. The owner of a grand country house would
be expected to provide a horse, both safe and fun,
for his weekend guests to borrow on the hunting
field and thus in England the judge still rides every
horse to assess his manner for a stranger all the
way up to gallop.

Poland - as seen from those exports to the USA
mentioned earlier - bred horses which were
expected to be tested on the racetrack, plus be
recognizably Arabian and have always specialised
in a very quality, dry skinned horse.

Russian horses raced even younger and were
faster maturing and were already comprised

of other nations bloodlines, rather than original
imports, being a recipe of Crabbet, Polish. French
and Egyptian lines but developed a trademark
powerful movement with gaily carried tail.

America was already falling in love with a longer
legged, higher stepping, higher necked horse, in a
style reminiscent of the American created breeds
like the Saddlebred, which they created using their
original bloodlines plus Crabbet and Polish lines.
The creation of the ‘Straight Egyptian brand’ never
looked back and is the only ‘straight’ bloodline
definition to maintain its’ cachet in modern times,
where most bloodlines are put into the blender and
homogenized.

France took a different strategy - specialisation
-and created its own marque of Arabian racehorse
mixing its original Arabian imports with Tunisian
blood. In fact, they were in front of the field as
specialisation became the norm, taking over from
versatility. Their run from the front established them
as the foundation of racing Arabians.

With purity now defined and stamped by WAHO,
and competition slowly becoming more international
- with the first International Championships held

in Paris in the late 1970’s, most breeders started
to follow the French example and specialise in
horses that could win a specific competition and

Morafic (3)
not several of them. The Arabian splintered from

the seventies all-rounder into different looks and
pedigrees, chosen to excel at their end use.

The last legendary halter and racing champion was
the stallion Drug, (4) who should also appear in
every talk about Arabian horses! He is Pictured here
in Abu Dhabi at the Royal Stables and who lived
with Al Asayl stables into his 30’s.

Now the Arabians are split into different types and
pedigrees specialised for shows, racing, straight
Egyptians, original Arabians, such as the Bahraini
and Dirab horses, American saddle horses,
endurance horses etc. It should not be forgotten
that the majority are or should be pleasure horses.
Shipped and frozen semen accelerated
specialistion, by allowing every breeder of means,
to use any horse they wanted, that stood on any
continent. Advertising became even more important
to which sires were chosen, which | will touch on
below.

Artificial insemination was pioneered in Russia, with
the first documented example back in 1901. It only
became mainstream when it was permitted by the
largest world registry, the US in 1990.

A very significant effect of this, was the market
effect of making an even larger number of colt
foals a by-product which would never be used for
breeding and designed to be useful as geldings

- sadly at roughly the same time the market also
moved on from valuing exceptionally versatile
horses!

Historically Y chromosome bottlenecks appear
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to be common in domesticated horse breeding,
way before the days of artificial insemination, with
dramatic shifts male gene frequency binds recorded
several across all equine breeds

Show horses have been undergoing one since

the turn of the century. Just as an example from
the show world - since the father and son World
Championships of Gazal Al Shagab and Marwan Al
Shagab in 2001, 50% of the World Gold Champions
have been from the Gazal branch of the Nazeer sire
line, and almost 90% have a'Y chromosome from
Nazeer. Racing had a similarly timed explosion of
use of the Saudi bred sire Amer.

Unlimited embryo transfer was permitted by 2002
and was more or less copied around the world. The
most foals from one dam that | could find - by old-
fashioned way -was Mammona born in 1939 with
18 foals (which explains her shape in all the existing
photos!)

The number of foals now born with embryo transfer
to mares still living is probably going to creep on up.
Now in the lead, in the USA is RP Miss Surprise
with 36 foals and in the UAE, FT Shaella with 33
foals.

Frozen semen of stallions used after their death is
another thing that did not exist in 1970, although
some thought ahead and stored semen. The

oldest stallion to sire a foal after the turn of the
century was Aswan born in 1958. Russia also used
Moment, Muscat and Mashuk. The USA and Brazil
have used Ruminaja Ali,(6) Ansata Halim Shah,(7)
Imperial Madheen, El Shaklan Bey Shah and
Padron. Far in front is the US racehorse Burning
Sand born in 1986 who has had 56 foals registered
in the US since 2020 when he would have been 34
and counting! He is sire of 2x Horse of the Year in
the USA, Diamond Gem AA.

To cover all the changes in the Racing Arabian
since 1970 would not be possible here. In 1970

the USA, France, Poland, Russia, and Egypt, had
some races for domestic horses only. Arabian
racing has exploded from those roots. It was
immediately popular in the Middle East and has
been generously sponsored and supported by
many in the Gulf.

By 1998 the International Federation of Arabian
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Horse Racing Authorities IFAHR was established
to coordinate Arabian Horse racing world-wide.

In 1998 it recorded 2767 races in 16 different
countries and around 47 million euros of prize
money, of which 37 million was spent in Turkey.

By 2024 there were 8906 races listed in thirty-four
countries and a total of 175 million euros in prize
money. The top four countries for prize money in
2024 - all with over 30 million euros up for grabs
were, the UAE, Qatar, Turkey and France.

While foundation endurance rides like the Tevis Cup
in California with its incredibly complex terrain, still
exist, endurance riding changed dramatically when
new competitors preferred to run on flat terrain

at high speed. The FEI records over 7 thousand
runners per year, with the largest number of 1
thousand +, in the UAE, closely followed by France.
These horses took part in 784 events, although this
data cannot tell you how many of these horses are
purebred Arabian.

Looking at the images of old show horses
compared to modern ones we can pick out several
significant shifts in style. The way of posing, the
style of photography and the build of the horse
itself.

The way of posing - | am not going to cover in
depth here - but will merely point out that if you
require a horse to stand completely still at a peak
of tension ...it is much easier to do if you start with
a horse that is more naturally tense. This builds in
a section pressure for high anxiety horses. Anxious
horses with more cortisol are more prone to colic
or laminitis, so it is the hidden horse breeding
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Ruminja Ali (6)

selection pressure, | approve of least!

It's also illuminating to take a historical detour to
look at the changing fashion in photography and
see what effects it might have on breeding. The
relaxed conformation shot slowly morphed into a
classic era in the 1970’s and eighties of a more
posed conformation shot of which | have found
two examples of the same horse - the legendary
Ansata Ibn Halima. (8) You can see that in almost
all the classic shots - there was tendency to tip the
picture, his hind legs are much nearer the bottom
of the page than the front. This made the topline
more level, the shoulder better laid back and the
neck higher set but compared to some of the
‘enhancements’ used today, it is a very simple tool
for improving the look of your horse.

It took me some years to start wondering whether
the show-type Arabians we chose to breed

with, were being selected for photogenicity

and on balance | do think that this has been

an unacknowledged selection pressure. The
conformation and functionality that went with

the typical 1970’s show champion, was slowly
superseded by how a horse looked in a picture.
This went with the ‘discovery’ of the three-quarter
view photo. It's a great shot that was very popular
for years - and still is! It shows the face and ears of
the horse and the tail set. It doesn’t really give you
a clear enough idea of the conformation which as

I
Ansata Halim Shah (7)
a photographer (and owner) is sometimes the best
solution to the shoot! Straight in the shoulder, back
at the knee, long in the back! All of these can things
be improved from standing the cameraman nearer
the front!

What the horse does require for these shots is a
well-turned ear, a prominent eye bone structure, an
upright neck with a decent throat and a flat croup to
tail set. All these features have been strongly visible
in American bloodlines for years. | think plausibly
because stallions who looked good in advertising
bred more mares than stallions who were less eye-
catching in two dimensions, regardless of their 3-D
conformational features. The things that required
attention but didn’t get it were all those features
people could not quite see in the 3/4 view shots

.... straightish shoulders, poorly conformed front
legs - shallow bodies... all these things undoubtedly
became more prevalent.

The other direction photos moved in was Animation.
| immediately loved the famous cover shot by Polly
Knoll - also of Ruminaja Ali, (6) galloping towards.

It spawned another photography revolution in the
“Animation” shoot.

Apply both above lessons to the trotting photo

and horses who carry their necks higher coming
towards you, get the shot with the ‘pop’. The horse
with a relaxed back who carries his head down

and arched .... doesn’t always work so well at this
angle. | think preferring photos of a horse moving
anatomically in a less comfortable way has affected
what we breed for, which is a serious unintended
consequence. | see a lot more show Arabians now
trot with their heads a little too high and backs a bit

tense and their hocks not fully engaged.
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Ansata Ibn Halima (8)

The other thing that ‘makes’ a picture-perfect photo
is a wonderful hair do! A horse with a lovely long
forelock and mane is so much easier to photograph
than one with a few wisps, it catches the light and
has become a shorthand for “type”. Hair care is now
almost a full-time job at a trainer’s yard, keeping
those tresses protected in plaits and wraps, but
some bloodlines just don’t seem to be as “hairy.
Once again ... | have noticed those bloodlines
decline in popularity and wondered to myself
whether the fact that they are less “Barbie” in their
photographs has contributed to their decline. | hope
not.

What the horse is doing in a photo has also got
progressively more animated until no stallion worth
breeding to does not have a picture striking out with
his front legs. Stallions used to be able to stand
next to each other in arena politely.... here’s an
image from a 1997 European Championships of the
male Senior and junior champions. Gips, Elart and
ZT Shakfantasy (10). all three nose to nose - and
as an extra bonus | am sitting on Elart. It is partly
handling fashions that have changed - but looking
at the behaviour of younger colts in the ring- | think
we are possibly actually selecting for ‘strikers’. Is
this a good idea? For a Pleasure horse? Again,
genetic selection can drift in strange directions if we
keep relying on 2 dimensional images for selection.
For those breeders who do go to see their intended
in the flesh, you can guarantee the horse will be
presented teased up to a mare. The first stallion

| was ever shown this way, was Ali Jamaal, back

in the eighties. My parents | walked away feeling
slightly shortchanged, as we felt we had not really

Elart and ZT Sr;kfantasy (16)‘ o

seen the horse, in our opinion almost ALL stallions
looked half decent with a mare under their nose!
Since then, the stallion teasing a mare look has
spread like wildfire and is almost the only way

any breeder will show you his stallions- a habit
which | am not convinced increases your chances
of picking the best one. Better to be very boring
and watch it walk and assess how each piece of
conformation works with all the others.

My final point is to say that photography has rather
lost its magic power to paint a thousand words. A
vast number of photos are now ‘enhanced” and
every year the proportion increases.

The features that observers agree have
dramatically altered in show horses are heads and
legs. The head choices in my opinion, are based
not necessarily on their association with breed type
but on psychological short cuts. Firstly, if a dish

is good, a huge dish must be much be better. The
dish was present, but sufficiently unusual in original
imports that Lady Anne Blunt made a sketch of
Sherifa’s head to discuss it. Fast forward to today
and every show Arabian has a much larger dish
than this, and any extreme ones are dutifully liked
by vast numbers of people in Instagram.

Secondly, it seems hard to avoid the conclusion
that the primary driver in our fascination with dished
heads is a biological phenomenon called neoteny.
Neoteny describes animals that mature retaining
their juvenile characteristics. (Foal shot) While

it does occur naturally in evolution it has been
accelerated in many domesticated breeds, with the
most research looking at neoteny in dogs. Originally
selecting juvenile features in dogs may have been

(11)

part of the domestication process and concerned
almost entirely with behaviour; with puppies
exhibiting less aggression than adults.

This preference for juvenile features in
domesticated mammals is not only a tool for

their domestication but an expression of a wired-

in human attraction to infant mammails (think of
kittens, puppies and baby goats!), an attraction
designed to help us cope with our own dependents.
Foals generally have a much more pronounced
dish than adults and where horses have become

a leisure activity, not a necessity, we have allowed
fancy to take over from analysis in our selection
processes and favoured the most foal-like heads.
It's not a short leap to connect this with the liking for
the gangling longer-legged horses as well!

Is there a reason we should think carefully about
head selection? Yes. It has a strong effect on

the teeth of the horse. Dentists have noticed that
shortening the head and reducing the size of the
jaw over a relatively small number of generations
has unfortunate implications, citing both Arabians
and Miniature horses as the most problematic.
Every head must fit the same number of teeth as
the longer, larger-headed ancestors... and the lack
of room in short Arabian heads leads to complex
dental problems as the teeth are forced to erupt
wherever they have space to do so, sideways,
behind each other, or not at all. (11). (12)

Secondly, there was concern about the occurrence
of over and undershot jaws in horses with shorter
heads. If the top and bottom jaws shorten at
slightly different rates... the teeth no longer meet at
the end - resulting in an under or overshot jaw, plus
hooks further back. Modern Arabians need regular
dentistry to make sure their teeth are not causing
problems.
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(12)

Moving onto legs. The primary reason for disliking
longer, finer legs - is of course predisposition to
lameness. Producing unsound horses is a welfare
issue, primarily unfair to the horses whose soundness
is compromised and is likely to experience an earlier
onset of permanent lameness later in life. Secondly,
there is nothing more depressing to the horse owner
than the expense and disappointment of a horse who
cannot be kept sound.

My last topic is data, and to encourage the WAHO
registries to make all information on foals born
available free online for the use of all breeders.
Now, it is currently impossible to assess the total
number of foals a stallion has, unless he only bred
foals in studbooks which are up to date online - and
you go and count them all. Therefore, assessing
which is the most successful stallion in any division,
depends not on statistical evidence, but on who
shouts the loudest. | cannot even tell you which
Arabian stallion has had the largest number of
foals. It might still be Magnum Psyche with 1367
foals. But he might have been overtaken. | don'’t
know. As an Arabian racehorse it might be Dahess
with around 720. But it might not!

Data. We need it! Al is coming and given enough
quality data it can be very useful. It can compute
S0 many more equations than we can and see
patterns that we cannot. Of course, it needs to be
asked the right questions, but the first step is the
correct data and hopefully this is something the
next chapter of WAHo can achieve.

With many thanks to Kina Murray, Deidre
Hyde, Zuzana Slavikova. Betty Finke. Claudia
Dijkstra, Sharon Meyers, Natalie Sweet,

Julie Koch and the Arabian Jockey Club for

assisting me with last minute queries!
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DUBAI ARABIAN HORSE STUD

After visiting the racetracks in Al Ain and Dubai,
around 200 guests accepted the invitation of H.H.
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Ruler
of the Emirate of Dubai, Vice-President and Prime
Minister of the U.A.E. to visit the world-famous
state stud farm Dubai Arabian Horse Stud, which
advertises itself with the immodest slogan “Born to
Lead—Bred to Excel.”

True to this claim, after leaving the famous
Dubai skyline far behind, we guests were
warmly welcomed to the beautiful facility in
the desert. In the large hall, whose walls were
lined with cups and trophies from victorious
show events, veterinarian Federico Jordan and
his team presented six mare families with their

offspring. His comments were educational and
informative. They also gave less experienced
visitors the opportunity to recognize Dubai
Stud’s breeding goal across two to three
generations of offspring. Sixty-one mares and
their foals, many of them world-renowned
show horses, were presented to us in a natural
way. As the icing on the cake of the mare
presentation, the two world-famous stallions FA
El Rasheem and his son D Seraj entered the
ring together at the end of the show. With over
600 offspring, FA El Rasheem is an extremely
prolific show horse producer.

At the end of the day, the team and horses from
Dubai Stud received a standing ovation and the
guests were treated to an exquisite dinner.
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